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“Oh, tobe in England now that April‘s there.”

Robert Browning

Clrcle

Spring has definitely sprung, andit’sonly a
few days now until the clocks go forward,
andwe get those lovelylooooooooong days
again. We’ve got loads to tempt you outinthe
evenings (orthe afternoons) forthe next few
months - join us!

If you'dlike to book for any of our shows, please
visit our website: www.sjt.uk.com, call ourbox
office on 01723 370541, ordrop by - ourbox
officeisopenfrom10amuntil atleast 7pm
(closing time depends on the start time of that
night’s show/fiim) every day except Sunday.

Love’sLabour’s Lost (more orless)

We can’t wait to welcome back our
brilliant Love’s Labour’s Lost (more
orless) company next week,
afternearly amonth overthe
PenninesinPrescot. They've
had awonderfultime, butit’s
beenhectic -here’safewlLLL
facts and figures foryou:

Ourscenic artist, Julia Wray,

| ¥ estimates that she has painted

' around 10,000 brilliant blue tiles for
the set, here andinits slightly different

configurationin Prescot. Andin keeping with

our commitment to working towards becoming

acarbon-neutral building, the floorwas

recycled from our Christmas show, Aladdin.

OurHead of Production,
Simon Bedwell, says: “The
flooring was all flipped,
filled and finished from
Aladdin, ensuring that
) weboughtnonew
wood forthe floor.

My policy now s that
allshow floors should
make two productions.

The benches were allreused from
a stockpile of wood whichwas
part of The Whitby Rebels.”

Company Stage Manager Fleur
Beeleytellsus: “There are 338
individual pieces of costume
that needto be set, fromlarge 3
garments like paintballing coveralls, to
wedding rings, socks, scrunchies -
and three moustaches! Most of
the 90s costumes are original
vintage pieces, many of
them sourced from charity
shops.

“Due to the lack of
backstage space at
Shakespeare North
Playhouse, we bought 22
laundry baskets whilst in Prescot
justtobeable torunthe show.”

Andthe show’s choreographer,
Stephanie Dattani-who
many of you will also know

as our Fundraising and
Development Manager -
praises ourbackstage team:
“The number of props is

crazy! There's alot of stuff that
ourwonderful Assistant Stage G
Manager Emma Lang deals with - it

has its own choreography backstage
tobeintherightplace attheright g
time.”

Love‘sLabour's Lost(more
orless)isinour Roundfrom
27Marchto19 April. It'llbe a
perfect start to the spring!
Shoes and hats photo by

Stephanie Dattani, all others by
Tony Bartholomew


http://www.sjt.uk.com

New shows for your diary

We love bringing you news of new shows, and we’ve got a great line-up of new announcements
forthis autumn (plus one forthe summer). As our valued Circle members, you e
have priority booking from 10am on Wednesday 26 March (general on-sale
opens at 10am on Wednesday 2 April) for the following:

Isolation Creations - Totally 1980s Summer Prom (22 June)

‘Do youwanna go to the promwith us?” A Sunday afternoon of comedy,
bingo, games and a party atmosphere like no otherbrought to you by
Scarborough’s cheekiest queens, the Isolation Creations.

Round the Horne (29 and 30 September)

Apollo Productions returnto the SJT with a new, exciting production
celebrating the classic radio comedy’s 60th anniversary. Meet Julian
and Sandy, Rambling Syd Rumpo and J. Peasemold Gruntfuttockinthe
cultural phenomenon that attracted up to 15 millionlisteners a week.

Into the Light (16 October)

A double billfrom dance duo Pett/Clausen-Knight. Vesseltakes inspiration
from the feeling of unfamiliarity experienced by choregraphers as they
were suddenly exposed to a quieterworld, while Inthe Absenceisan
exploration onthe nature of moving forward, the concept of evolving past
aneventand the boundaries createdin that transition.

Ordinary Decent Criminal (28 October)

Starring political comedian Mark Thomas as Frankie, who enters the brave
new world of aliberal prison experiment. His fellow convicts aren’t what they
seem, and he discovers the revolutionis not dead. It’s just sleeping.

Baga Chipz - Chip Off the Old Block (30 October)

JoinBaga and friends for an evening of live vocals, big band ballads and
disco classics, plus a special segment dedicated to her dearfriend,
The Vivienne. This X-rated comedy extravaganza will be followed by an
audience Q&A.

Holly at Christmas (16 December)
What canwe tellyou? Buddy and the boys are back with the ultimate rock ‘n’roll
experience - it wouldn’t be Christmas without them!

Heading our way in April...

Three very different visiting shows are on our McCarthy stage next month.

We start with Box Tale Soup’s adaptation of that great gothic story, The
Picture of Dorian Gray. OscarWilde’s only novel scandalised Victorian
society but has since beenreassessed andis considered a classic of the
genre. Box Tale Soup uses puppets to swellthe compact cast, creating
ashowwhichhas been praised as ‘thoroughly engaging’ and ‘both
humorous and haunting’. The Picture of Dorian Gray canbe seenat 7.45pm
onTuesday 8 April - and there are currently fewer than 30 seats left.




Afew days laterwe’llwelcome the Detective
Dog tothe McCarthy. Based onthe much-
loved book by Julia Donaldson and Sara Oglivie,
yourlittle ones will love the story of
detective dog Nell sniffing
' out the story behind the
\ Mysterious disappearance
M of allthe books at Peter’s
school! Detective
DogisfromTiny & Tall
' Productionsandcan
"~ beseenatl12.30pm
and 3pmon Friday 11
April. It's the perfect non-
chocolate-ytreatforthe
Easterholidays!

Our final April show inthe McCarthy is Toxic,
from award-winning writer and performer
Nathaniel JHall. Some of you will recall his
moving First Time, whichwas one of the
final shows we staged amonth or so before
lockdown five years ago. Of Toxic, Nathaniel
says: “When the world treats
us so badly, why dowe end
up treating ourselves and
eachotherbadlytoo?In
workshops with other
LGBTQ+people...
itbecame clearto
Y methat despite
the modern Pride
movement, behind
closed doors many of us
still battle deep shame and
self-worthissues stemming
from societal prejudice. Toxicis a
love letterto allmy exes and myself, and | hope
it helps others who maybe be struggling with
shame to feellessisolated.” Toxic canbe seen
at7.45pmonThursday 24 April.

And don’t forget that the Hammonds Band
areinthe Round on Sunday 27 Aprilat 3pm -a
replacement date fortheirusual New Year’s
concert, whichwas scuppered by the awful
weather this year! We only have just

¢ Availability check

Andwhilewe’re onthe
subject of availability, a

over50 seatsleft forthis concert.

quick heads up on a few shows over the next
few months which are all selling particularly well
- ifyou’re keento see any of the following, we’d
advise youto book soonerratherthanlater.

Dracula (Thursday 1to Saturday 3 May) and, hot
onthe Prince of Darkness’s wicked heels, Do
ILove You? (Friday 9 and
Saturday 10 May) - there’s
stilldecent availability for
boththese showsaswe
write, but we know from
experience that anything
from Blackeyed Theatre
orthe John Godber
Company cansellout,
sodon’thang (bat-like)
about.

Raven on Sunday 11May
-just10tickets available
aswe write. This 20th
anniversary concert (how
canthatbe - surely they’re
allstillonly intheir 30s?)isa
fundraiserforthe theatre.

Marshmallow Me - we
programmed this show
from Scarborough-born-
and-bred actorRosie
Pepperinthe McCarthy,
andit sold out within days,
sowe moved itthe Round
(same date - Monday 19
May), whereit’s already
sellingwell. You canhear
Rosie’sdelightfulinterview
with our great friend at BBC Radio York, Bek
Homer, here (from1hour12 minutesin).

Circle Cafés

Thanks to those of youwho came to ourMarch
Circle Café to meet ourfour-strong marketing
team, who keep youinformed about what'’s
goingonat the SJT!

Our Circle Cafés are getting busier and busier
by the month - we had record attendancesin
2024 - soitreally helps usif you can make sure
you book your tickets in advance, and before
the day. That way, we arrive for the day knowing
how many people to expect, and therefore how


https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p0ks62b1

many chairs to lay out, how much coffee to make,
how much cake we need - all theimportant stuff!
Thanks foryourhelp.

Dates for your diary (all Thursdays and,
Decemberexcepted, alOamarrivalforal0.15am
start, please - aswe needto finish by 10.50am
latest to give Eat Me Café time to clearandreset
fortheirreopeningatTlam).

10 April - thisone’s bound
tobelively - come and
meetourLove’sLabour’s
Lost(moreorless)
company

1May - Blackeyed Theatre
is one of ourmost popular
visiting companies, and this
year, our great friend Nick
Laneis bothwritingand
directinganew adaptation
of Dracula forthem - meet
the company

26 June - alighting

demo from our Technical
Manager, Tigger Johnson
- please note this willtake
placeinthe Round, not
EatMe, butheadtofoyer
outside the Round doors
asusualto pick up your
refreshments.

17 July - our co-production
withthe OctagonTheatre
Boltonand Theatre by the

| Lake, Pride & Prejudice
promises to be a sparkling
andmemorable production
of Jane Austen’s best-loved
book

14 August - it's often
named asone of the
funniest comedies ever,
and our Artistic Director
PaulRobinsonis straining
attheleashtogetatthe
first everin-the-round
production of Noises Off.
Come and meet the company and find out what
challenges that entails!

25 September - it'snot cast
yet, but there’sboundtobe
afew Ayckbourn favourites
inhis 91st play, Earth Angel

30 October-TBC

13 November - The cast of
John Godber’s Black Tie Ball

11 December - Comeand
meet the Sleeping Beauty
company (and please note
that, asthey’llactually be
onstageinfrontofaschool
audience at ourusualtime,
this willbe an afternoon
Circle Caféwithalpmarrival
timeforal.l5pmstart)



