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“If lThad my way, I'd remove January from the calendar

altogetherandhave an extra July instead.”
Roald Dahl

—
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Canyoubelieve thelongest day has been and
gone andwe’re headinginto the height of
summer? They say time flies when you’re having
fun,andthat’s certainly beenthe case forus
this year. We've had a great first sixmonths, and
now we’re ready for our busiest time, withno
less than four of our own productions, plus a
huge choice of visiting shows and films, in the
second half of the year.

If you'd like to book forany of our shows or
films, please visit our website: www.sjt.uk.com,
call ourbox office on 01723 370541, ordrop

by - ourbox officeis open from10amuntil at
least 7pm (closing time depends on the start
time of that night’s show/film) every day except
Sunday.

Hotter than July

We’'re going to be packed to the rafters with
actors throughout July, with a cast of nine plus
an ‘off stage swing’ (understudy) performing
Pride and Prejudice, and nine more busy inthe
rehearsal roomwith our AD, Paul Robinson,
gettingready to bring Noises Off toyouin
August.

There are afew familiarfacesinthere: from
Pride and Prejudice, you'llrecognise Joanna
Holdenfromlast year’s Brassed Off, and Kiara
Nicole Pillai, who played Belle inour2023

UK Theatre Award-winning Christmas show,
Beauty and the Beast.

They’re joined by new (to us, anyway) faces
Rosa Hesmondhalgh (whose aunt Julie
reopened our theatre after the third lockdown
in2021with The Greatest Play in the History

of the World), James Sheldon, Aamira
Challenger, JessicaEllis, Ben Fensome, Dyfrig
Morris and Eve Pereira. Emily Kathrynis
the off stage swing.

For Noises Off,you'llrecognise:

* Valerie Antwifrom2023’s The
Comedy of Errors (more orless)

* Annie Kirkman from Beauty
andthe Beastin2023;in 2024,
Dracula: The Bloody Truth
and John Godber’s touring
production of Perfect Pitch, and,
earlierthisyear, Love's Labour's
Lost(more orless)

* Charlie Ryan, whowasalsoin
Beauty andthe Beast

* SusanTwistfromHome, I'm
Darlingin2022; Soap, Fields
of Gold and Miss Yesterday
in2004, and My Own Showin
2006. (DrWho fans willalso know
heras akey characterinarecent
major storyline!)

* OliviaWoolhouse who, straight
out of drama school, wasinlast
year’'s Ayckbourn, Show & Tell.

They'llbe joined on stage by two
actorswho have appeared onour
stage somany times we don’t know
where to start with them, but we're
confidentyou’llhave atleast one
favourite show with one of themin
it. They are, of course, Andy Cryer
and Christopher Godwin. The
Noises Off castis completed
by two new faces: Adam
Astilland Alex Phelps.


http://www.sjt.uk.com

We’re so proud...

We've already had some lovely reviews from
our co-producers atthe Octagon Boltonfor
Pride and Prejudice, which openedthere at the
beginning of June:

“Ajoyful celebration... smart, spirited, and full

of heart. Whetheryou‘re a die-hard Austenfan
ornew to the story, you'llfind yourself laughing,
swooning, and maybe even seeing the classic in
awhole newlight”lLove Manchester

“Kate Hamill has adapted the work of writer
Jane Austeninto a humouir filled, joyous and
accessible version and director Lotte Wakeham

has created a perfect performance” Tameside
Correspondent

“This adaptation by Kate Hamill highlights the
wit of Austen’s writing” % % % The Bolton News

“Stays true to Austen’s core themes while
delivering a punchy, comic take thatis as playful
asitis poignant” %% %% Manchester Theatres

“Austen lovers will get plenty from
itand newcomers [will] certainly
laugh alot andrealise they‘ve

W seenabitofastarinRosa

\ f-&? Hesmondhalgh” %% % % Bury
i ! “7 Times

“‘Rosa Hesmondhalghis a
wonderful heroine” %% %% The
Reviews Hub

“Alot of fun from beginning to
B\ end’BritishTheatre Guide

%\ Pride and Prejudiceiswith
usfrom3to 26 July -don't
missiit!

A choir of angels

We startrehearsals for Alan Ayckbourn’s 91t
play, Earth Angel, in early August, and are
delighted to welcome some familiar faces, and
two SJTnewbies.

You'llrecognize Elizabeth Boag from
many Ayckbourn shows, including
Arrivals & Departures and Farcicals
in2013; Roundelay, Confusions,
Hero‘s Welcome and The Divide in
2015; Family Albumin 2022, and our
recent fundraising readings of Truth Will
Out and Father of Invention.

Stuart Fox wasin Drowning on Dry
Landbackin2004, Improbable
Fictionin2006, and Womanin Mind
in20089.

Liza Goddard’s beenseenherein

If IWere You (2006); Snake in the
Grass (2008); Life & Beth (2008);
Communicating Doors (2010); Life
of Riley (2010) and The Divide (2015).
She was also one of ourteamfor the
reading of Father of Invention last year.

RussellRichardsonwas seena
fewyearsagoinanovelvisiting
productionwhenwe collaborated
with Box of Tricks to present Chip
Shop Chipsinthe Market Hall, then
joinedus againlastyearas Dannyin
Brassed Off.

They'llbe joined by two new-to-
the-SJT faces: Ro Kumar (you
might know him as seriesregular
DI SafiKhurana from BBC/Alibi’s
Traces)and Hayden Wood, who spent
ayearinthe West End cast of The
Play That Goes Wrong, was inthe
original cast of Alice’s Adventures
Underground (Olivier-nominated for
Best Entertainment), the Watermill's
Offie-nominated production of
Burke and Hare and The Bunker Trilogy,
whichwonthe award forBest Theatre at the
2014 Adelaide Fringe. Most recently, Hayden
wasin Doctor Who: Time Fractureinthe West
End andthe world premiere of Bill Bryson'’s
Notes from a SmallIsland at The Watermill.



Spitfire Girls

We’'re delighted

to bringyou news
of atremendous
new show for next
year - Spitfire Girls.

It'sNew Year'sEve,
1959. Decades after
answering the call, two

women separated by the warmeet againas
the rainhammers down on the windows of
The Spitfire pub. As we hear their story, we'’re
transported back to atime whenfemale
pioneers defied expectations and soared
throughthe skies.

Spitfire Girls isinspired by the extraordinary true
stories of the women who dared to fly during
WWIlandtheincredible bond that tied them
together. Funny and heart-warming, thisis an
untold story of strength, courage and loss. But
above allelse, hope.

You canseeitfrom Thursday 21to Saturday
24 May, with performances at7.30pmeach
evening, plus matinees at1.30pmonthe
Thursday and 2.30pm on the Saturday.

As a Circle member, you have priority booking
for Spitfire Girls from10am on Monday 23
June. Booking opens to the general public at
10am on Monday 30 June.

Happy 70*" birthday to us!

Less thanthree weeks to go to our 70"
birthday party! If you haven't booked, we still
have just ahandful of ticketsleftat£25,and
anotherhandful forVIP tickets at £70 - the
Iatter includes alimited edition souvenir
S programme containing a history
: of the theatre and exclusive
interviews; entry to the post-
show gala attended by
the cast, and post-show
buffetincluding a glass of
prosecco.

Beyond the fringe

No less than nine of our events thismonthwere
part of Scarborough Fringe, itself part of The
Scarborough Fair festival.

We were thrilled to be the venue once again
forthe dazzlingly talented pianist and singer
Sam Jewison, who, along with his equally
talented band, brought songs fromthe Great
American Songbook to our stage. Our Young
Company stage areading of TomWells’ hilarious
comedy Jumpers for Goalposts and, laterin

the week, we met YC memberKeane Liley
againwhenwe screened our film of his one-
man show Battleground and followed it up

with alive performance of its sequel, Feral. Our
Playwrights '73 Award writer-on-attachment,
Kat Rose-Martin, led a workshop on playwriting,
andthe same evening, Switching the Spotlight
was a gender-swapped cabaretin support of
Scarborough Pride.

The week ended with an evening of poetry
fromfour original local voices - Charlotte
Oliver, Felix Hodcroft, James Koppert and
Helen Birmingham - while Dance Together
saw dynamic performances fromlocal dance
schoolsincluding Hatton’s, Kellet’s Performing
Arts, The Benson’s Stage Academy, The Brave
Project and Yorkshire Coast School of Ballet on
our stage. Some cheeky old-fashioned drag
fromthe Isolation Creations rounded everything
off onthe Sunday - Seaside Specialwas an
afternoon of saucy comedy, bingo and games.

Andthere’s stillone Fringe event to go - Putin’s
Folly: The Warin Ukraine, Three Years On, is

The Telegraph’s most-listened-to podcast
ever,andit’llbe recordedliveinourMcCarthy
auditoriumfrom 6.30pm on Wednesday 9 July.




Blue chip investment

We were delighted to be invited to McCain
Foods GB'’s Charity Appreciation Day recently
-it’'sadaywhentheir staff get the opportunity
to meet some of the charities they support and
hearmore about what they do.

We were represented by our Head of Creative
Engagement, Rob Salmon, and one of our
Young Company stars, Keane Liley, who
performed an extract from his hard-hitting
one-man show about growing up in Eastfield,
Battleground, developed with support
from McCain by Keane, Rob and
writer Josh Overton.

Rob told us: “We started with
atour of the factory, which
wasreally interesting, but
incredibly hot, particularly
inlayers and layers of PPE!

“The other charities were
national: FareShare, the
food redistribution charity;
acommunity hubin Hull;

Community Shop, whichhas a
basein Eastfield, and a seed potato
schools project.

“Community Shop showed avideo of the
Eastfield shop launch, and Keane recognised a
number of peopleincluding his sister - it made
his presence there very real and quite powerful
inits ownway. We were the last to present:|
introduced our Arts in Eastfield programme,
whichis supported by McCain, then Keane

did sterling work performing an extract from
Battleground. We shared the response and
impact the show had at George Pinder School.
It was very wellreceived - theirhead of internal
commswasinfloods of tears, and there was
agenerous response fromthe McCain staff
present - the McCainers!”

Movie heaven

One of ourquietrecent success stories has
beentheintroduction acouple of years ago of
Moviedrome to our cinema. This strand, usually
(but not always!) onthe last Friday evening of

the month sees us show films that arerarely,

if ever, seenonthe big screenthese days.
They’re programmed by ourvery own Steve
Carley, working with local film expert, George
Cromack, who says: “Ouraimis to provide
amonthly movie that’s either cult, classic or
somewhere in between: perhaps the more
guilty filmfavourites we love to watch againand
again orsome landmark classics we never quite
got aroundto seeing, eachwith anintroduction
to allowthe audience to getevenmore out it -
but no spoilers!”

Moviedrome screenings forthe second half of
2025 are (all Fridays at 7.45pm):

25 July: The Night of the Hunter (1955): West
Virginia, the Great Depression. Killer (Robert
Mitchum) poses as apreacherto lay his
hands on $10,000 of stolen
money, itslocation known
only by two children -
andthey promised
theirlate father

they would never

tell. Initially a flop,
now regarded as
aclassic,it’'sthe

only flmdirected

by Hollywood star
Charles Laughton,
whowasbornastone’s
throw fromthe SJT,and was
the brother of ourearly board
member, hotelier Tom Laughton.

29 August: The Piano (1993): New Zealand,
the mid 19™ century. Ada

(Holly Hunter), ayoung

mute womanwho

communicates

only through sign

language and

herbeloved

aremotelocation
aspartofan ﬁ

Neill. The arrangement is

unhappy, and desires soonflare

piano, and her
daughterarrive at \

arranged marriage

tolandowner Sam

between Ada and earthy neighbour George
(Harvey Keitel).



19 September: Blood Simple
[Directors’ Cut] (1984): The
CoenBrothers’ first film
seesthe ownerof aseedy
small-town Texas bar
discovering that one of
his employeesis having
an affairwith his wife
(Frances McDormand).
Achaotic chain of
misunderstandings, lies,
and mischief ensues after
he devises aplottohave
them murdered.

310ctober: Salem’s Lot: The Movie
(1979): Successful authorBen Mears
(David Soul, who later starred
B inthe West End version of
Alan Ayckbourn’s Comic
Potential') returns to his
hometown to discover
its citizens are turning
into vampires. Based on
StephenKing’snovel,
Salem’sLotwas an
instant cult favourite. This
rarely screened ‘movie
version’ features alternative
scenes andshots.

28 November: Rashomon (1950):
Anassaultonabride andthe
murder of her samurai husband
arerecalledfromthe
perspectives of abandit,
the bride, the samurai’s
ghostand awoodcutter
in Akira Kurosawa'’s
groundbreaking classic.

19 December: Edward
Scissorhands (1990): A
suburban family take in Edward,
an otherwise solitary artificial
man, leftincomplete by his creator -
' he has only scissors forhands.
When he fallsinlove with their
daughter, Edward’s life seen
complete butmodern
suburbiaisnotas gentle
asheis.

Selling fast...

Now, we know it’s only June, and hopefully
we've stillgot along balmy summer ahead of us,
but we just wanted to let you know that some of
our shows around Christmas are already selling
well - we don’t want you to miss out.

At time of writing, three seasonal shows are well
over half full: our festive fundraiser from Raven
on7December; Robert Lloyd Parry with the
haunting tales of MR James on12 December,
and Holly at Christmas - whichisn’tuntil 16
December, so nearly sixmonths away!

If you like a bit of saucy old schooldrag,we’'d
recommend booking soonforthe Isolation
Creations with their Halloween and Christmas
specialson2 Novemberand 14 December -
bothare sellingwell.

And, despite the fact that they’re not with us
until next year (11 January) we've already sold
over a third of the tickets forthe Hamsmmonds
Band.

To quote the great Fred Pontin: book early!

Circle Cafés

Our Circle Cafés are getting busier and busier
by the month - we hadrecord attendancesin
2024 - soitreally helps us if you can make sure
you book your tickets in advance, and before
the day. That way, we arrive for the day knowing
how many people to expect, and therefore
how many chairs to lay out, how much coffee
tomake, how much cake we need - allthe
important stuff! Thanks foryourhelp.

Dates for your diary (all Thursdays and,
December excepted, alOamarrival fora
10.15am start, please - we need to finish by
10.50amlatest to give Eat Me Café time to
clear for theirreopening at 1lam).

26 June - lighting demo
from our Technical Manager,
TiggerJohnson - please
note this will take placein
the Round, not Eat Me, but
please meetasusualinthe
foyer outside EatMe




17 July: Our co-productionwith the
, OctagonBoltonandTheatre by the
Lake, Pride and Prejudice promises
to be a sparklingand memorable
production of Jane Austen’s best-
loved book

14 August: It's widely believed

tobe one of the funniest
comedies ever, and our Artistic

Director Paul Robinson can’t wait
to getatthe firsteverin-the-round
production of Noises Off. Come and
meet the company and find out what
challenges that entails!

25 September: With a cast

thatincludes SJT old hands and
newcomers, Earth Angelis Alan
Ayckbourn’s 91t play!

30 October: Achance to chat with
Chantell Walker, our Associate
Director

13 November: Meet the cast of the
John Godber Company’s latest,
Black Tie Ball

11December: Come and

meet the Sleeping Beauty

company (and please note

that, as they’llactually be
onstageinfront of aschool
audience at ourusualtime,
this willbe an afternoon Circle

Caféwithalpmarrival time fora

1.15pm start)




