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“May is the month of expectation, the month of wishes,J

[the month of hope.” Emily Bronté

Springis springing...

..andwe’ve had such a great start to the year. Our
audiencesjustloved Murderfor Two, our first SJT
productionof 2026.If youdidn’tgetchanceto see
it,and you fancy atrip across the Pennines, you can
catchitatthe OctagonBoltonfrom5to 27 June.

Andwe were delighted to hear that we've received
£2.7mfromthe Arts Council’s Creative Foundations
Fund - more onthat below!

Backat the SJT, it’s business as usual, with
preparations wellunderway for our next
show, Calendar Girls the Musical, which
goesintorehearsal at the end of May.
It's one of the biggest shows we've
doneforalongtime, witha cast of
13, plus acommunity cast of three
young people each show, and
some stunning musical numbers
(lyrics by Tim Firth, music by Gary
Barlow - need we say more?).
We’'re expectingittobe popular,
sodon’t delay booking your tickets!

If you'dlike to book forany of our
shows, please visit our website: www.sjt.
uk.com, callourbox office on 01723 370541,
ordrop by - ourbox officeis openfrom10amuntil at
least 7pm (closing time depends on the start time of
that night’s show/film) every day except Sunday.

Time for some creative foundations...

We were absolutely thrilled to hear that we've been
awarded £2.7m from the Arts Council Creative
Foundations Fundto carry out a full refurbishment
of the McCarthy Auditorium, and complete

critical maintenance work on our roof (which, we
discovered when Caroline was interviewed by BBC
Radio York, hasnolessthan 140 holesinit!) and our
airhandling units.

Ourplanisto carry out the work across the summer
of 2027, and shows willgo ahead as usualinthe
theatre’s Round auditorium; the McCarthy willbe
closedforsome months.

The SJT’s Joint Chief Executives Caroline Routhand

Circle

Paul Robinson said: “We‘re absolutely delighted to
receive this funding from the Creative Foundations
Fund. It's arealinvestmentin notjust our future, but
that of Scarborough and, further afield, Yorkshire
andthe Humber.

“Inthe McCarthy, work willinclude upgrading

the existing, original seats, installing new toilets
(including an accessible one)and abar,anda
breakout space for our dementia-friendly work.
We'llbe making the whole space more accessible
and wheelchair-friendly.

“It'llalso enable us to complete our

s ongoing work on ourroof, which has

» persistentleaks, andourairhandling

units, which willmean we can

controltemperatures within the
building more efficiently and
sustainably.”

The SJTisone of 16 cultural
venues, local museums and
libraries across Yorkshire and the
Humber to benefitfroman£1im
funding boost, helping to ensure that
everyone canaccess arts and culturein
the places they callhome.

Watch this space formore news!

Honk!

What ajoyous day we had on12 April, when a crack
team - Tobie Donovan, Annie Kirkman, Alyce Liburd,
Carl Patrick, Sarah Pearman, Georgie Samuels

and Simon Slater, allhosted by Jemma Redgrave
-didasparkling concert
performance of the Olivier
Award-winning musical
Honk!

Thankyoutoall
those of youwho
came alongfor
the afternoon - all
money raised will
go towards our
New Work Fund.
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New shows

News this month of five great new shows for this
autumn and early next year - and as one of our
valued Circle members, you have priority booking
from10am on Wednesday 29 April untilTOamon
Wednesday 6 May, when general booking opens.

Attention All Shipping (29
September): As the solemn,
rhythmic intonation of the
shipping forecast embarks
onits second century after
turning 100 years oldin2024,
bestselling authorand award-
winning broadcaster Charlie
Connelly’s hilarious and
informative one-man show brings the legendary
broadcastvividly tolife as neverbefore. How did
aweatherforecast for ships capture the hearts

of anation, from salty old sea dogs toinsomniac
landlubbers? How isit possible for ‘rainlater’ to be
‘good’? Andwhere the hellis North Utsire?

THE NOISE
NEXT DOOR

COMEDY, IMPROVISED

Charlie Connelly’s

ATTENTION
(<]

The Noise Next Door:
Comedy, Improvised (10
October): Funny stuff,

made up onthe spot.No
gimmicks, no tricks - just the
quickest, wittiestimprovisers
inthe UK puttingonashow
tomake youlaughlike
nobody’s business. The formulais simple - 1) You
suggest ANYTHING. 2) The Noise Next Door turnyour
suggestioninto a miniature comedy masterpiece. 3)
Laughter. 4) Repeat.

The Noise Next Door are award-winning, twelve-
time sell-outlegends of the Edinburgh Fringe
Festival and have blown audiences away on BBC
One, ITV1, Comedy Central,andin comedy clubs and
theatres all overthe world. Don’t miss your chance to
seethemlive.

The Selfish Giant (26 & 27
October): OscarWilde’s
classic story adapted by
JonBoustead. The Giantis
angry.He’sbeenaway fora
long time andreturns to find
children - children! - playing
inhis beautiful garden! They
run about, laughing and
playing games under the blossom on his peach
trees, listening to the delightful songs of the birds.
So, he putsup abigwalland aneven bigger KEEP
OUT noticeto putastoptoallthat. Thenwinter
seizes the gardeninitsicy fingers... Willits grip ever
be broken? Throughvivid, interactive storytelling,
original music, puppetry and humour, Riding Lights
brings this brilliant story of transformation. An

inspiring tale of love and generosity.

Haus of Games: Dead Famous
(TNovember):

They're heeeeeere ... Back
frombeyondthe grave, The
Isolation Creationsinvite you to
afrightfully funny show full of
bingo,banterandaloadof balls. ™
It’s silly, gloriously low-fi, and packed with the kind
of warm, chaotic joy you didn’t know you needed.
Expect a mix of comedy show, bingo party and old-
schoolvariety with just enough naughtiness to keep
thingsinteresting. The theme is Dress to Distress

- come as your favourite dearly departedicon...and
you mightjust win something foryourtrouble.

Andy Parsons: Please #@!'$
off to Mars (12 November):
Lifeishard. Come and have
alaughaboutit. Afterhis
nationwide critical-smash
sellout 2023/24 Tour, Andy
Parsonsis backwithabrand-
new show. As seen on Netflix,
Amazon Prime, BBC iPlayer, Live at the Apollo, Mock
the Week and his 2025 NextUp standup special.

Oasiz (14 November):

One of the UK’'s most authentic
Oasis tribute bands are back
aftertheirsell out performance
lastyear! In2023 aclip of
frontman Steve went viral, with
fans convinced the clipwas
Liam Gallagher himself. Enjoy
aspecialin-the-round performance with a setlist
including all the big hitting career spanning anthems
thatyouknow andlove.

Staring at the Sun (21
November): SimonEvansis
back! Waaaay back... With
growing evidence thatwe are
livingina computer simulation
- and a pretty glitchy, off-
brand simulation at that
-BBCRadio 4 stalwartand
veteran of a quarter-century
of highly acclaimed stand-up comedy Simon Evans
is squinting at anuncertain future, and revisiting the
blue remembered hills of his youth. The analogue
world of hitchhiking, pub bets and hedge porn. Of
being able to get properly lost. And also pondering
the great thinkers and mystics of the past who had,
it seems, the same doubts and misgivings about
‘reality’, back when an adjustable sandal passed for
cutting-edge tech.
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May visiting shows

May’s programme might just be ourmost wide-
ranging yet, with shows on the fishing industry, World
War Il female pilots, theimmigrant experience, and
-yes! -the stage version of the UK’s best-selling
picture book: it can only be The Gruffalo!

Read onto find out more...

The Freshwater Five (1May): In

2011, fiveIsle of Wight fishermen
were sentencedto atotal of 104
years for conspiracy toimport
£53m-worth of cocaine. They've
always professed theirinnocence

inatale thathas divided thelocal

community.

This powerful play fromIsle of Wight
theatre company Deadman seeks to present
the case andits events on their merits, exploring
the state of our coastal communities. Inspired by
the popular Guardian Today in Focus podcast, The
Freshwater Five incorporates spectacular
storytelling, verbatim accounts, inventive stagecraft,
poetry and song, delvinginto historicaland
contemporary smuggling, deteriorating coastal
communities,immigrationandfolklore.

The Gruffalo (9 & 10 May): Do hurry
if youwant to bringyourlittleones 8
to this one - tickets are going fast!! [

Raven’s Spring Fling (17 May):
Raven are delightedto
returnto the McCarthy
¥ tocelebrate thejoy, happinessand
s wonder of springtime. This six-piece,
multi-instrumental band will take you
onamusicaljourney with their original
songs and traditional music. The ticket
price includesrefreshments, and money
raised willgo to the SJT'sworkinthe local
community.

Spitfire Girls (21to 23 May): Inspired
by the extraordinary true stories of
the womenwho dared to fly during
WWIland the incredible bond that
tiedthemtogether, Spitfire Girls

is funny and heart-warming, and an
untold story of strength, courage and

loss, butabove all else, hope. Find out more in our
Spotlight below...

Dial1for UK (27 May): Every nightin
New Delhi, Uday Kumar (UK) answers
panicked calls at the Goldmine
Crypto GB Helpline, allwhile
growing his YouTube channel with
glossy snapshots of the Britishlife
he dreams of living. Determined

¥ outshowWe’re Havin’ AParty (4

tomake it areality, he’ll stop at nothing - untilthe

day he boards his first-ever flight to England. Mohit
Mathur’'s one-man debut explores the harshrealities
faced by undocumented migrant workers. Asharp,
heartfelt story of high hopes humbledin Hounslow
that asks: what happens to the dreamers who simply
disappear?

Mohit made his West End debutin 2015 as the lead
in Beyond Bollywood at the London Palladium,
later touring across multiple continents. In2022, he
returned to the West End in Max Webster’s Life of
Piat Wyndham’s Theatre before embarking onits
international tourin2024.

Awake My Soul: The Mumford & Sons
Story (28 May): The Mumford & Sons
Storyrecreatestheincredible tale of
the floor-stomping folk-rock band
that took the world by stormbackin
2009. Four powerhouse musicians,
decked outinwaistcoats, skinnyjeans
and some glorious beards, deliver a folk-
rock celebration of Mumford & Sons’ unmistakable
sound.

Daniel Foxx: How Lovely (30 May):
Described by Rolling Stone as

‘utterly hilarious and effortlessly
charismatic’, award-winning stand-
up Danielis best known for his viral
comedy videos, which are enjoyed by
millions of women and gays online. He was
determinedto handle his Big Breakup with the grace
of JuliaRoberts. He didn’t. Join him as he navigates
datinginyour 30s, Le Creuset addictionand 12-step
skincare routines, all the while trying very hard to
emanate love andlight.

AndinJune - Tim’s back!

We know how much many of
you enjoyed his performance "
asFerdyinLove'sLabour's '
Lost(more orless), sowe’re

bringing back Tim Lucas for

aspecial,one-off evening-a
stripped-back edition of his sell-

June).

Joined by his pianist, Tim delivers
awarm, up-close evening of
powerhouse vocals, quick-fire
comedy and timeless music. From
the smooth soul of My Girlto the
irresistible groove of Red Light Spells Danger, the
songsyoulove arereimaginedinasetting that lets
every lyric, laugh and musical moment hit.

Known for his natural Scouse wit and effortless
audience connection(andif yousawthe Love's
Labour’s Lost Circle Cafe, you'llknow just what we



mean by that!), Tim blends storytelling, stand-up and
live music in away that feels spontaneous, relaxed
andjoyfully unpredictable. Withnowhere to hide and
nothing but a piano beside him, thisis Tim at his most
authentic - playful, heartfelt and completelyinthe
moment.

Spotlight on... Spitfire Girls

Intrigued by the stories behind Spitfire Girls, we
asked Katherine Senior, who wrote the show and
performsinitas Bett, totellus allmore aboutit.

“lam overthe moon that Spitfire Girls is back on the
road again aftersuchanincredible tourlast year,”
she says. “Working on this play has beenalittle
adventure of my very own over the past tenyears
andlam so very grateful that it gets to have another
outing across the UK to more beautiful venues.

“As anactor, | have always loved diving into other
worlds and digging around, but research on this level
was something | had neverdone; so it was a slow
burn, to say the least. | also had three babies during
this time, just to add to the fun!

“Ilwatched documentaries on the Air Transport
Auxiliary (ATA), read books and articles but, most
importantly, met with the women pilots and their
relatives. | couldn‘t believe that | didn‘t know women
flew during the war. How did this pass me by? And
itwas a woman who got them there; Pauline Gower
was tasked with the job of gathering the first eight
female pilots to join the ATA and contributed to what
was going to be an extraordinary feat for this civilian
organisation. | have met many people overthe years
connected with the ATA including the Maidenhead
Heritage Centre, and family and friends of the pilots,
allof whom have been so supportive of the project.

‘And so my little adventure began. My first stop

was Tauntonin 2016 where Imet Candy Adkins,

the daughter of ATA pilot Jackie Moggridge, who
was so welcoming and generous, sharing allher
mum’s extensive archive with me over a delicious
bowl of soup! Jackie kept everything and wrote on
everything. Poems, notes, thoughts, letters. It was
justthe sort of stuffIwas interestedin. I really wanted
to hearabout the human stories, the personal
journeys that these young women took, and the
immense bravery and sheer strength that drove
these female pioneers to be so bloody good at what
they did!

“Next, llanded on the Isle of Wight in 2017 with my
six-month-old boy in tow to meet ATA pilot Mary
Ellis, who at the time was 100 years olderthan my
little boy. He sat on herlap while she talked about her
time inthe ATA. It was a privilege and honour to meet
her. And, of course, Iwas interested in gathering as
many stats andfacts, and|enjoyed adding those

details to the piece, but/was more
intrigued by her stories of friendship
and camaraderie. Because what
are we without those things?
There are enough books and
papers out there that can give

us the historicalfacts, butlama
storytellerand|believe we need
to tell stories with a beating heart
atthe centre of it. Ourjobis to
zoomin onthe humanity behind the
history, otherwise we may as well
watch adocumentary.

‘Ilcan‘tdeny the fact that

the opportunity to create

flight on stage wasn‘ta big

part of myidea. This was,
theatrically, hugely exciting
forme; to create the feeling

of flying. Thenin the summer of
2024, |was offered anincredible
opportunity to develop this
idea at the National Theatre
Studio as part of their
Generate programme.
The welcome and
supportweall
receivedfromthat
week (and stilldo) was
amazing andit really
gavelift off (sorry) to
this big part of the play.

“Butreally, thisis just
agoodol‘fashioned
love story, andit‘s those
smallest of moments that |
hope cause the biggestripple.
It'sbeenahuge part of my - and
my little family‘s - life forthe

last few years, more than|
everthoughtitwouldbe. |

hope the play pokes at your
heart alittle whilst shining
alightonthelives of these
extraordinary women who

really did defy expectations for
that short window of time.

“People have said to me that this
is a great story to inspire young
girls today, whichhopeitis, but
my three young children are all
boys and|like to think that it will
inspire themtoo. Perhaps, ina

tiny way, it will contribute to a shift;
one where boys can be inspired by
women too; women from 80 years
ago. lhope you willbe too.”



The Library Theatre at70 Thursday 6 August: Those

. e _ SJTproductionscomein
The Library Theatre at 70 exhibitionis returning to Handhﬂggﬂd thick and fast at this time of
Scarborough Library following a successful short year! Meet the company

runlastyear. Alan Ayckbourn’s archivist and theatre of Handbagged and find
historian Simon Murgatroyd has revamped the outwhatit’slike to play two
exhibition of more than 90 photographs, illustrating of the 20th century’s most

the history of Theatre inthe Round at the Library iconic women - the Queenand
Theatre between 1955 and 1976, with half of them Margaret Thatcher.
new for this yearand many of these fromrecently
discovered negatives which have neverbeen seenin
public before. Thursday 10 September: It's
Alan Ayckbourn’s 92nd play
- the Trial of Romeo Oscar
companyisn’tcastyet, but
it'sboundtofeature afew
familiarand much-loved
faces.

New for2026is a section highlighting every play
premiered by Alan Ayckbourn at the venue. This time,
there’s plenty of opportunity to visit the exhibition on
the first floor of the library asit’s running from 1May
to 27 June during normallibrary opening hours. Entry
is free; further details can be found at www.a-round-
town.com

Thursday 22 October: All at
Seaisanew play fromaward-
winning playwright Alison Carr,
inspired by the notorious
Canoe Mancaseinwhicha
formerteacherturnedup
alive five-and-ahalf years
afterfaking hisowndeathina
canoeing accident.

Circle Cafés

We had great fun with our delightful and super-
talented Murder for Two cast, Tom Babbage and
Lucy Keirl, at the April Circle Café - we think they’'d
gotusedto being asked where they get theirenergy
from!

Circle Cafés are getting busier by the month, soit
really helps usif you canbook yourticketsinadvance
of the day. That way, we arrive first thing thatmorning ~ Thursday 12 November: Meet our Marketing team
knowing how many people to expect, how many and find out what they do!

chairs tolay out, how much coffee to make, how
much cake we need - all the important stuff! Thanks
foryourhelp.

Thursday 10 December: Meet

the sparkling Pussin Boots
company (please note that this

¥ willbe anafternoon Circle Café
' atlpm).

Upcoming dates are below: alla10am arrival (the
buildingisn'topenuntilthen)foral0.15am start,
apart fromthe Decemberevent.

Thursday 21 May: Meet Rob Salmon,

our Head of Creative Engagement,
who'lltalk us throughthe great
work his departmentis doing.

Thursday 18 June: Meet Ernie

Acquah, our Creative Engagement
Co-ordinator,who’salsoa
freelance sound designer. Ernie
willeducate and entertain us with
asoundworkshop.

Thursday 9 July: Yourchance to
meet some of the multi-talented
company of oursecond SJT
production: Calendar Girls the
Musical.

CALEADAR

THE HUSICAL
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